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HOD DANIEL
st Bemrmien

aced with losing more than a
Fdn:m:n giant frecs to beetle

kall, the cwmers of Lost Trail
Hot Sprangs Resort desided o pre-
serve some of the history of the
umigue ared — with o cledin sawe

After the fires of 2000, pine bark
beetles decimated many of the trees
o Stann and Mary Dell Homey's
property, and they knew rhey'd
nave oo ot dowm some of the cen-
purics-odd pine and fie orees o pre-
vent Further spread

“Becanie of the fires we've had

wite a few of these wrees die of "
Seann Honey said, “IFvou don't get
them oue, then f'S just going o
:.fln.".:.n.l."

Bart pather than just fell the gans
trecs for their timber, the mother-
son pair decded, in a senes, o
*miake lemonade ot of lemons™ by
COrvETtimy the venerable conifEers
intor starues to help tell the sory of
the lore-laden land

Last week, as Stevensville sawyer
Glenn Beynolds began cutting the
dying Doogles fir, vellow pine and
ponderosa pine trees that for hun-
dreds of pears have sood warch

+ Serving the Biterroot since 1889 -

Down to ea

Towering timbers transformed into historic carvings by local sculptor

at Lost Trail Hok Springs.
owver the histonc hot  springs,
Hamileon sculpror liss  Poswer

walted, chaln saw in hand, © con-
vert the remaining wood cylindess
o |likenesses af a few of the people
whi made the area Gimoas.

Fimter's ficst creation was of
Sacaprwea, the teen-age Shoshone
gaide that led Capeains Lewis and

BHHIE P WARNEN = Raeal] Bujraldic
Lisa Foster carves the wonden likeness of Sacajewea from the stump of a
yellow pine tree that was infected with bark beetles and had to be removed

Clark on their joumey west,
Accosding o0 Mary Dell Honey,
wive along with her son has owmned
the 47-acre resoct for the last 11
vears, Lewis and Clark are known to
hiave L'J.lnpq:u] abowe the ot lr|!|ri:l[¢
200 years agn,

Hin the nlgl.l‘ ol Sepgember ..1.
Lewis and Clark camped right here

Al gani

ot the west side of Camp Creek,™
she said. "5 ir seemed logical vhar
we should honor them with these
GV L

Together, the Haoneys came up
with a Ii.1.1. ol !IJ'.'I]EL‘I.‘I Fr.lr Frmr T
create, mcheding Sacajawea, Lowis,
FJ.::L, Chief h'lnrph. ansd ]E.Tﬂ'ﬂiilh
Jolnsgn.

For Pester, the project represcrits
an 111:l|11|r|:|.1n.i.l:!.' for her to leave here
mark on the valley she's chosen a
I'I.l!r J'H.II'I'II:

“I've always waned w |esve
pnrrbqrh'mtq fear 'H:II’L'I.'}]H she sald.
“£n 'm excited aboat e ™

Foster has only been carving with
a chain saw for two years, she said,
having leamed the craft from her
friend Bill Tower, But during that
nme she’s entersd seven compet
tions, has already mken home some
awaards and even has her own Web
site — wwnshesawelT.com.,

*1 won second plece novice in
Besds Parr, Oregen,” she said,
“And 1 took third plsce in Owcean
Springs, Washingron, ™

Befare beginnlng a2 carvimg,
Foster explained she firss tries w
visamlize the subject before “free-
ing™ it from within the wood.

See CARVINGS, Page 1D



Ca rvings,

continued

SMary  Dell)  wanted
Sacajawea, so 1 just kept look-
ing at the tmee and walking
around it,™ she said. “Finally 1
saw her in there. Then 1 let her
oat,”

Fourer began carving the
base of the stame oo weeks
agxn, and ks T|.|i;m:|:|}'.| the
young Indian woman’s face
began 1o emerge from within
the I-foot-high yellow pine
stump,. Standing on scatfold-
|'J:||g1 the dimmutive PFoster
made a series of small curs with
her 12-inch Sihl chain saw
until Sacajawea’s face shown
through.

Foster’s creaove expression
i the result of a vidon Stann
HIHII."- 'R.ﬂ.lll I‘Iﬁ" I'I-l.\,l."'l I.I|'|1I:||l.l||1|._!
for 2 number of vears. Pointing
e the wowering comfer adfa
ceni o the resoer’s enorance,
Hl::uu::. aad he :al'n-.u.f.':-. Fad it im
the back of his mind o make
the tree ino a carving.

“Tou ger one '.'lil.ml.'l:“ I
make an impression,” he said,
=and [ always thought having a
carving there would get peo-
ple's attention.™

A few months ago, while
drving past Angler's Roost,
Honey saw the life-like chain
saw carving of a fisherman and
stopped in o inquire abour the
Artase,

“They connected me with
Lisa " he said, *When she and |
got together, there was a meet-
ing of the minds. T could el
she was the right person o do
the job.™

For the last couple weeks,

the Honeys, Poster and szalf

members at the resort havwe
been mesmerized bw the bitner-
savet cxciterment of seeing the
300-plus-year-old tress come
crashing down, According o
mainiemance manager Ho
Shippy, it"s sad o see the giant
trees tall

“We're Fnillg 1o come in
and Tl:pl.].nl.' Shippy said. “But
[irst Vil e B0 T take out the
old before you bring in the
oew.”

Disease is evident in these

bestle-infectad trees at Lost Trall Hot
trees succumbed to the infestation in

As  the  barrel-chested
HI,.':.'“H'J\. climbed e Ei.:nl
Diouglas fir tree in preparation
of the felling, a crowd gathered
around his o pick-up  truck
Foster explained the group’s
chotce of where to stand.

“We're not sure where it's
going to fall,”" she said, *but
imu knowr Glenn's not going to
et it hir his trock.”™

Curting off branches on his
Way upy Hrynul-:_h sl:l:_:l]_'||:1|:\-d af

about 22 feet — the height of

the proposed Chief Joseph
carving. The small crowd
acleray E|.|1|:1:h:|.| an:urlul'!.' in
ancipation,

“Ins amazing v  watch
Glenn work,™ Shippy said. *He
eveballs it and moves back o
make the cur. What he sees,
anly he knows,”

Beynolds fires up his chain
saw and talkees abour 20 seconds
to miake a lateral cut. Before he
finished the slice, he stopped to
insert 3 wedge o ensure the
mee would fall in the nght
dhirection

Seconds  laper  the tree
started i descent. As it hit the
ground the giant dmber shat-
rered like a huge piece of ghass.
Upon close inspection the bro
ken tree reveabed an extensive
andd unanticipated rot

When Bewnolds climbed
down from the rthree-story
stump, he soggested  thar
Honey reconsicer making a
carving from the roted wood.
*It was much further gone
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which were recently cut from bark

rings. The centuries-old
wake of the 2000 fires.

than I thought,” il
Honey. “You need o decide
whether you want to invest in

carving it.”
Beynolds  estimated  the
merchantable timber w be

taken from the dozen or so
downed tees ar  berween
L5000 toe 20,0000 board fewt.
But muoch af the wood, he said,
won't be sumable for lumber
and will kave 1o be bumed. An
cm‘er-EnlwinH -u.;|||| J'Iill: tells the

story, according to  Smon
Hemey,

“Before the fires these trees
wepe  alive” Homey ald.

“Every cne of them,™

He said he ecstimates the
entire project — seven or eight
carvings in all — will rake a
couple months o complete,
and he hopes to have every-
thing finished before the reson
hissrs ins annueal Fourch of July
party.

And even though he’s sad-
dened 1o be ||::ﬁ|1'.||:1 e than &
dozen trees that were there
when Lewids and Clark camped
nearoy m‘n cemturies ago,
H::m::, the resulting
-u:.mmbut h:ip future gener
ations appreciate the unigue
hi.il:v;:lrgrf the area

“It"s verrible that these trees
died,” he said. “But we're try-
ing to make lemomade our of

lemions. ™

Reporter Rod Dawiel can be
reached  mr  363-3300  or

ralaniel@ravallivepuliic.com



